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by Tim Wood
CHATHAM – A battle of the donuts 

could be looming, with a proposal for a 
Honey Dew Donuts outlet just one mile 
down the road from Dunkin Donuts.

Traci and Tony Gionfriddo, who own 
and operate Honey Dew stores in Hyannis 
and Dennis Port, are proposing to open 
a third store in the former New England 
Pizza building at 1200 Main St. 

The proposal is scheduled to have its
first regulatory review by the historic 
business district commission May 5, and, 
because it is a formula business, will go 
before the zoning board of appeals for a 
special permit on June 10.

“There’s enough room for everybody 
here,” said Traci Gionfriddo when asked 
about the competition, which includes 
Chatham Bakery, which makes its own 
donuts around the corner on Crowell 
Road. “We think we’re right in that 
middle spot, halfway between Dunkin 
and the downtown area.”

Like Dunkin Donuts, Honey Dew
Donuts is a home-grown Massachusetts 
coffee-and-donuts restaurant, opening 
its first shop in Mansfield in 1973. With 
corporate offices in Plainville, it has 145 
outlets throughout New England.

The Gionfriddos have owned the
Hyannis store for 13 years, purchasing 
it from Tony’s brother, Traci said. The 
couple, who live in Brewster, were look-
ing for a “growth opportunity,” she said, 
and her husband had met a member of 
the Mitrokostas family, which owns the 
Chatham building, and thought it would 

work for them.
Until 2019, the 2,400-square-foot

building housed New England Pizza. It 
closed when brother and sister Sophia 
and Philip Malitas moved to 1077 Main 
St. and opened Knot’s Landing Bar and 
Grill, continuing to operate New England 
pizza from that location. The Gionfriddos 

plan to lease the former pizza restaurant.

other stores we have,” Traci Gionfriddo 
said, because of its large dining room, 
something the other shops do not have. 
The menu will remain the same, however, 

pastries, and hot and cold drinks. A prelimi-

includes eight seats at a high-top counter 
along the west side of the dining area with 
additional table seating for about 22.

The HBDC application seeks approval 
for a ground sign along the street, a roof-top 
sign and an awning over the main entrance.

The town’s formula business zoning 
bylaw applies to any business with stan-
dardized merchandise, menus, and décor 
used by 10 or more outlets. A formula 
business requires a special permit from 
the zoning board and site plan review by 
the planning board.

Gionfriddo stressed that the couple was 
still in the early stages of the approval 
process. They are targeting a September 
opening.

“We have a lot of work to do to turn it 
into a Honey Dew,” she said.

Email Tim Wood at twood@capecodchronicle.com

Honey Dew Donuts Could Be Coming To Chatham 

The former New England Pizza building at 1200 Main St. could become a Honey Dew Donuts outlet if town 
regulatory boards grant approval. TIM WOOD PHOTO

Beloved Farmer, 
Community Volunteer, 

Dies At 86
by William F. Galvin

HARWICH — Another cog in the wheel that keeps 
the community rolling along was lost last week with the 
passing of Raymond  “Link” Thacher. 

of Harwich town life. He passed away on Wednesday, 
April 21, at the Rosewood Manor in Harwich Center.

Many people will remember Mr. Thacher as the man 
who spent much of each fall knee-deep in cranberries. He 
was steward of the family farming business for 70 years 
and was a grower/owner for Ocean Spray for 60 years. 
He was known to many as “the heart of the Cape Cod 
Cranberry.”

Mr. Thacher was a tireless supporter of conservation, a 
talented musician and well known for his business acumen. 
He served the community as tree warden for 40 years, 
was a longtime member of the town forest committee, a 
member of the conservation commission for 15 years, a 
member of the Herring River committee and was associ-

“Another iconic part of Harwich is no longer with us,” 
Selectman Donald Howell write in a social media post. 
“He leaves a legacy of cranberries, trees and his larger-
than-life gregarious personality.”

Mr. Thacher was well known for reaching out to people 
within the community and was always there to lend a 
helping hand.

“He touched a lot of people’s lives,” fellow cranberry 
farmer Leo Cakounes said. “As we go through life we are 

I have had a few people who have come into my life and 
impacted the person I am today. Link Thacher was one 
of those people.

“I may be known to many of you as the ‘local cranberry 
grower.’ The truth is I would never have become a grower 
had it not been for Link.”

Cakounes, a former Barnstable County Commissioner,
said he always referred to Mr. Thacher as his big brother. 
When Cakounes and his family moved into Spring Tide 
Lane, across from the Thacher cranberry bogs, Mr. Thacher 
stepped in to help out and took his family under his wing. 
Mr. Thacher always invited the Cakounes family to gath-

to farm cranberries. 

“I’m certainly going to miss him,” Cakounes said.

tree warden and he started the sapling tree give-away 
program, each spring providing 300 free trees to residents. 
The program continues today through the conservation 
department.

Tim Millar served on the three-member town forest 
committee with Mr. Thacher and the late Sheldon Thayer 
for many years. Millar said it was always fun serving as 
stewards of the 170-acre town forest in East Harwich. 
They would pick a time to meet and walk the trails and 
Mr. Thacher always brought his bog dog.

One of the group’s tasks was keeping dirt bikes, which 

-
men in which they always quipped about the need for 
“uniforms and horses” to catch up to the bikers.

“The heart of Link’s life was cranberry farming,” ac-
cording to Mr. Thacher’s obituary. “In fact he has been 

Raymond Thacher Was The 
‘Heart Of The Cape Cod Cranberry’ 

Mr. Raymond “Link” Thacher, a cranberry farmer in Harwich for 70 years,  passed away on Wednesday, April 21. CHRONICLE FILE PHOTOS

Continued on Page 25
Link Thacher was a hands-on cranberry farmer for more than 60 years. 
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O O B I T U A R I EB I T U A R I E  SS
Obituaries on this page of The Cape Cod Chronicle are paid and written by funeral home personnel or family members.

Phyllis Giusti, age 94, formerly of Lex-
ington, a 1944 graduate of Lexington High 
School, passed away on April 8th. 

She was the daughter of the late Gladys 
and Edward Harrington, wife of the late 
Robert D Bryant Sr. and the late Lawrence 
V. Giusti, mother of the late Deborah J. 
Bryant of Attleboro and Robert D. Bryant 
and wife Linda of West Bridgewater, sister 
of the late Nancy H. West of Concord N.C., 
aunt of Steven E. West and wife Susan of 
Chatham, grandmother of Eve Elizabeth 
Bryant of West Bridgewater and Robert 

Lawrence Bryant and wife Melissa of Del 
Valle, Texas, great grandmother of Emer-
son, Madsen, James, Kaden and Jonathan. 

She has been a resident of Chatham 
since 1989 and was a member of the First 
Congregational Church of Chatham. She 
served on the Diaconate and as co-vice 
president of the Women’s Guild. During her 
life she also resided in Texas, Guatemala, 
New York and Kentucky before moving 
back to Lexington. 

There will be no service per her request.

Margaret E. “Peggy” 
Lewis, of West Chatham and 
formerly of Clearwater, Fla., 
died peacefully of natural 
causes on April 21, 2021 at 
the age of 96.

Peggy was born in New 
York City, daughter of the 
late Rosemary C. and George 

younger brothers were raised 
in Wilmette, Ill.  After gradu-
ating from New Trier High 
School in Evanston, Ill., Peggy attended 
DePauw University in Greencastle, Ind.

In the midst of World War II, Peggy 
returned to Chicago and was hired by the 
newly formed Trans World Airlines (TWA) 
as an “Air Hostess.”  It was in the skies, 
high above the United States that Peggy met 
and fell in love with her future husband, 
TWA Captain Horace W. “Lew” Lewis.

In the mid 1940s, airline hostesses were 
required to retire within three months of 
becoming married.  This suited Peggy and 
Lew as creating a family was of the utmost 

children were born.  Peggy embraced her 
role as a loving wife, devoted mother 
and doting grandmother and great grand-
mother.  As the matriarch of the family, 

unconditional love.
Following years of child raising, Peggy 

and Lew delighted in spending the next 40 
years traveling between winter residences 
in Glenwood Springs, Colo., shushing 
the slopes of Sunlight and Buttermilk 
mountains, and Clearwater, Fla., boating 

-
ter Country Club.  However, it was their 
60 plus years as summer and, ultimately, 
permanent residents of the Cape Cod sea-
side town of Chatham that brought them 

the most joy.  Many, many 
happy years were spent with 
family and friends swimming 
at Hardings Beach, sail-
ing on Nantucket Sound as 
members of the Stage Harbor 
Yacht Club, and enjoying 
the beach and tennis at the 
Chatham Beach and Tennis 
Club.

Peggy is survived by
her husband of 73 years, 
Horace W. Lewis of West 

Chatham, daughter Linda Doane (Tommy 
Doane) of Chatham, daughter Janet Lewis 
of Chatham, son Thomas Lewis (Ailene 
Robinson) of Boston and their children 
Tyler Lewis (Sarah) and Claire Lewis, as 
well as Tyler’s children Avery and James 
Lewis, daughter Patricia Lewis (Peter 
Sullivan) of Sandwich and her children 
Marguerite Michael (Adam Michael), 

children Gemma and Marley Michael, and 
son Robert Lewis (Kathryn) of Tampa, 
Florida and their children Robert, George 
and Lawson Lewis.

Peggy will be remembered by family 
and friends for her kindness, warmth and 
courage.  Many thanks are extended to 
caregivers Andrea Layne and Liberty 
Benson of Visiting Angels of Cape Cod, 
Ellen Scott Garvey, Sally Tuck, and Jen 
Moulton, with special thanks to Broad-
Reach Hospice nurse, Lucy Elmer, and to 
Peggy’s personal physicians and nurses.  
The family requests that gifts honoring 
Peggy’s life be made to Emily’s List, Stage 
Harbor Sailing School Inc. of Chatham, 
MA, BroadReach Hospice, or the charity 
of your choice.

Services will be private. For online 
condolences please visit: www.nicker-
sonfunerals.com

Raymond “Link” Thacher passed away 
on April 21 at the Rosewood Manor in Har-
wich Center. Through his 86 years, he was 

Harwich town life, a brilliant businessman, 
tireless supporter of conservation, talented 
musician and a constant source of strength 
and love for all who knew him.

Link was born on September 3, 1934 at 
home on Lower County Rd. in Dennis to 
Freeman Gibbs Thacher and Hattie Mae 
Thacher (Hersey). He was a 12th genera-
tion Cape Codder, descended from Anthony 

Harbor in 1644. The story goes that the then-governor gave 
Thacher an island that would become Thacher’s Island in 
Boston Harbor as a reward for saving lives. Thus began 
the Thacher tradition of dedication to helping others.

As a youngster, Link attended the Ezra Baker School 
in Dennis, and later Yarmouth High School. But even as 
a young child he was not content to do just one thing. He 
mowed lawns and delivered papers, sang in the choir in 
the South Dennis Congregational Church and performed 
in informal productions at Liberty Hall in South Dennis. 
Those performances were the seed for a musical avocation 
that took an incredible variety of forms and blossomed 
throughout his life. In high school he had his own band, 
played the tuba in the marching band, later formed the 
Electric Tub Band with his brother Ben and friend Bob 
Morley of Chatham, performed in productions at the 
Harwich Junior Theatre and—often along with his sib-
lings—could be counted on for musical accompaniment 
at social events and family parties throughout the years. 

But at the heart of Link’s life was cranberry farming. 

In fact, he has been called “the heart of the 
Cape Cod cranberry.” He was steward of 
the family farming business for 70 years, 

in 2015 (though he continued until just 
recently to work on the bogs at Ray’s side), 
and was a grower/owner for Ocean Spray 
for 60 years. His life as a farmer actually 
began shortly after he graduated from high 
school when he bought a truck and bull-
dozer and started pitching in on the bogs 
of local farmers. The farmers would often 
pay for his services with pieces of bogs, 
providing the foundation for a business and 

life dedicated to producing the little red berry at the heart 

Dam Brook Bog in Harwich on a piece of land close to 
the eventual site of the family home at 359 Main Street in 
Harwich, the family’s address for the last 47 years. Then, 
in 1964, he and two partners bought an 80-acre piece of 
bog land forming the Middletown Cranberry Company. 
From that day on, the Thacher cranberry business grew 
and thrived, with his wife of 65 years, Beverly, and other 
family members taking turns out on the bogs or helping 
to manage the business.

While operating the successful farming business for 
decades and becoming an expert on the stock exchange, 
Link also stood at the center of life in Harwich and on 
Cape Cod. He was the town tree warden for 40 years, a 
member of the conservation committee for 15 years and 

He was also a member of the federal, state and county 
agricultural boards, along with the town Forest Committee 
and Herring River Committee. He also often served as an 
auctioneer, with one of his favorite expressions, “If you 
can’t get it in Harwich, you don’t need it.”

And, with all of this, Link somehow always found time to
be an active member of the town’s social/recreational life, 
playing volleyball in the town league until his 82nd year 
and meeting friends for breakfast at Ike’s. For Harwichites 
of all ages, it wasn’t really the Christmas season until Link 
had placed a star in the woods and the lighted tree in the 
center of the bog on Great Western Road. Family and 
friends will always remember him as a lover of children 
and animals. Generations of children cherish the memory 
of the Easter egg hunts he coordinated for years, and he 
is often pictured holding a baby or small animal. And one 
of his beloved dogs—Susie, Luke, Harry or Alice—was 
often at his side. He will also be remembered for his great 
sense of humor and lively storytelling, and for serving as 
a role model for many. To quote one Harwich resident, 
“He taught me the meaning of hard work and taking pride 
in everything I did.”

Link is survived by his beloved wife, Beverly Thacher
(Theus-Chase); siblings Ben Thacher, Nancy Reid, Olive 
Wiper, Jayne Cash and Polly Sherman; children Vicki 
Kennelly, Jayne Thacher, and Ray Thacher; grandchildren 
Amanda Daniels, Raymond Thacher and Kory Thacher; 
and great grandchildren Keegan Nee, Loreli Cohen-
Kennelly and Ryan Daniels. He is pre-deceased by his 
beloved grandson Caleb F. Childs. 

Waking hours will be held from 10 a.m. to 12 noon 
on Wednesday, April 28, at Chapman Funerals and 
Cremations-Blute Chapel 678 Main St. Harwich Center, 
followed by a private burial at the Island Pond Cemetery 

to either the Harwich Historical Society at 80 Parallel St. 
Harwich, MA, 02645; or the Harwich Family Pantry at 
133 Queen Anne Rd. Harwich, MA 02645.

Notes of comfort may be made to Link’s family at www.
chapmanfuneral.com

Raymond Lincoln Thacher ‘Link’: The Heart of Harwich

Margaret E. ‘Peggy’ Lewis Phyllis H. Giusti
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called ‘the heart of the Cape Cod 
Cranberry.’” 

The obituary continues, “His life as 
a farmer actually began shortly after 
he graduated from high school when 
he bought a truck and bulldozer and 
started pitching in on the bogs of lo-
cal farmers. The farmers would often 
pay for his services with pieces of the 
bogs, providing the foundation for a 
business and life dedicated to produc-
ing the little red berry at the heart of 
Cape Cod life.” 

In 1956, Mr. Thacher bought the 

close to the eventual family home 
on Main Street. In 1964, he and two 
partners bought an 80-acre parcel of 
bogs stretching across to Great Western 
Road. The Thacher cranberry business 

grew and thrived, with his wife of 
65 years, Beverly, and other family 
members taking turns out on the bogs 
or helping to manage the business. In 
2015, Mr. Thacher turned the reins of 
the business over to his son, Ray.

“He will always be remembered for 
his great sense of humor and lively 
storytelling, and for serving as a role 
model for many. To quote one Harwich 
resident, ‘He taught me the meaning 
of hard work and taking pride in ev-
erything he did.’” the obituary reads.

A wake was to be held from noon 
to 2 p.m. on Wednesday at Chapman 
Funerals and Cremations Blute Chapel 
in Harwich Center. A private burial was 
to follow at the Island Pond Cemetery.

-
tions may be made to either the Har-
wich Historical Society at 80 Parallel 
St., Harwich MA 02645, or The Family 
Pantry of Cape Cod at 133 Queen Anne 
Rd., Harwich, MA 02645.

Thacher
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